
Hi Everyone, 

The baby Coho salmon fry at Swan Lake Nature house were looking

very healthy and ready to be released into Swan Creek.
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We found a lovely reach on Swan

Creek where the stream looked like

it might make a good home for the

fry.

To find out if the stream is a proper

habitat for fry we did a series of

investigations. Naturalists Erica and

Kalene helped me carry out several

water quality tests. 

So on Earth Day Swan Lake staff netted

them up and put them into a large bucket

for transportation.

The fry looked ready

and eager to get going!
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We took the temperature which was within the range that was optimal

for fish. Then we checked the pH and found that at about 7 is was

perfectly balanced for wee fry. Erica took a water sample in the

turbidity wedge and we found out that although the water looked

quite dark it was actually very clear.

And we noticed the water moving

through the riffle created by the rocks

and stones in the stream was full of

bubbles from the slight drop in

elevation, meaning the water was well

aerated which was good news for the

salmon.
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Next we looked for evidence there

would be good levels of oxygen in

the stream. We did a rubber ducky

race that showed the stream had a

good steady current. 
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Then we set up to do an aquatic

invertebrate sample. If there is a

good diversity of aquatic insects

and a high population we will know

that the fry will have lots of yummy

snacks to feed on. 



The samples from the nets were put into basins

of clear creek water. The basins were examined

to find invertebrates which were then captured

in pipets or spoons, and put in containers for

closer examination and identification.

Using magnifiers like

discovery scopes we

were able to identify

scuds, leeches, and

mayfly larva like this one.
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Angus showed us a good technique for catching invertebrates in the

stream in your net.
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We even found other fish living in

this stretch of the stream which

were all good signs that this would

make a fantastic new home for our

fry.

Having determined this was indeed a

perfect place for fry to live, Angus

next demonstrated how we would

use plastic bags to move the fry from

the bucket slowly to the stream.



Taking a moment to see the salmon up close

and wish them a safe journey is a very touching

moment for those who have watched them since

they hatched from their tiny eggs.
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This is the most exciting and rewarding part of raising salmon so

everyone got pretty happy to see the babies on their way.

The Coho will stay in their natal stream for their first year, after which they

head out to sea. Hopefully we will see them back here in three to four years.

Good luck look little buddies and well done to Swan Lake Nature Sanctuary

for raising and releasing their first Coho salmon!   Take care, Lenny

It is definitely a time to

celebrate a bit.

Maybe even take a selfie.  Before you gently place the bag in the stream

and let them swim out into the natural waters of a stream for the first time.
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