SWAN LAKE BALLET
Swan Lake Nature Narratives, with Lenny

Hi Everyone,
After getting off to a very
promising start last week, the
Colquitz Salmon run has
slowed considerably. Last
weekend one hundred fish had
been counted at the fish fence
after only 5 days of operation.

One week later the
volunteers had only released
17 more Coho. We are
keeping our fingers crossed
for the weeks to come that
we can get another one or
two hundred fish into the
system.
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I have continued to hike the Colquitz watershed
trails along the river and up Swan Creek searching
for spawning salmon and while the results have
been disappointing the walks have been beautiful.
The District of Saanich has done a remarkable job
over the years building the Colquitz River Linear
Park trail system.
The lower reaches of the trails extend from
Portage Inlet up to Panama Flats to the
north and Swan Lake to the east. There are
riverside trails and stepping stone bridges that
may be a little under the water after a big rain!

North of Panama Flats the trails branch out to
Quick's Bottom in the west and Rithet's Bog in
the east on their way to Beaver Lake. My
favourite section of trail and the best salmon
viewing is in a section from Copley Park to Mann
Avenue.
The Mann Avenue entrance leads you through a
stand of conifers by the split rail fence to ...

PAGE 2

2020 10 25

SWAN LAKE BALLET
…a lovely fallen tree viewing area.
You go by lots of gurgling little rapids and
waterfalls.

As you follow the path you will find several
special little stops of interest.

Where you can search for salmon spawning in
the gravel beds below the surface of the
water.
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There has been a great deal of restoration work
done by Saanich and the Peninsula Streams
Society.
Boulders, rocks, and stumps have been anchored
to the banks to stop erosion and provide habitat
for fish to rest or hide.

All we need now is for more salmon to find their
way to these calm pools and do their thing!

I did not ignore Swan Lake even though I had so
many trails to explore this week. One day I stopped
by the lake and scanned the entire surface looking
for newly arrived waterfowl. I couldn’t see a thing,
until finally I noticed some movement way over on
the east side. At first I couldn’t tell what it was so I
had another interesting Swan Lake Mystery on my
hands!
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Then I saw the telltale flash of an Otter’s tail as
it dove to the bottom.
The two River Otters swam closer and closer,
diving and surfacing...

Each time they came up they were
chewing like crazy, but I couldn’t see
what they were eating.
What could it be?

They swan right up to the dock where two
more Otters joined in to put on quite a
performance. They got so close you could
almost count their long whiskers that they use
to feel and sense while hunting to distinguish
food from the rocks and mud of the bottom.
The bubbles behind the Otter are from air
escaping from their thick fur coats when they
dive. The trapped air helps to insulate them
and keep them warm in the cold water. They
close their nostrils and hold their breath under
water for as long as eight minutes, but it is
thought that they can blow out bubbles
through their nose, inhale them again, and
smell what is in the water!
My, isn’t that interesting!
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Even though I could see into their mouths,
especially when they got right up on their tip toes
with their heads completely out of the water, I
couldn’t see what they were eating. I didn’t think it
was a fish because you would have been able to
see them holding a fish, repositioning it, or chewing
while it squirmed to get away.
The four members of this touring water company
executed a remarkable aquatic dance entertaining
several Swan Lake visitors for over half an hour,
turning, twisting, pirouetting and diving to our oohs
and aahs.
Then they demonstrated their incredible flexibility
when they bent their backs one more time to go into
their last grand dive.

In perfect unison they splashed us goodbye with their
long, graceful tails marking the end of one of the finest
Swan Lake Ballets I have ever seen.
It was so interesting to watch them play and hunt
together. I loved the trail of bubbles that would let you
track their underwater routes. I’ve asked others
what they thought the River Otters could have been
eating. Some said it might have been schools of very
little fish. Other’s said it may have been crayfish
they were getting from the bottom.
Whatever it was they got their fill and moved on looking for their next feast and performance venue.
It’s always a very interesting time outdoors in nature at Swan Lake.
Take care, Lenny.
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