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THE RAIN!  THE RAIN!

Hi Everyone,  
I’m very excited! After a long dry summer the rains have started to

arrive at last. The poor lake was getting a parched look. Leaves were
drooping, grasses were burnt and the animals were hiding in the

shade. But this week the autumn rains began and the lake is bursting
with activity again. There is something about the energy of windy days

bringing in big clouds that makes the whole place come alive.
This wasn’t just some

summer shower with a
couple of mm of rain.
At times the rain was

coming down in
sheets. We had about
50 mm in three days

which is more rain
than we had the entire

summer.

Droplets gathered.
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THE RAIN!  THE RAIN!

Rivulets of rainwater formed.  

Puddles pooled and soon...

... the little streams were gurgling again
after our long summer drought.

2020 09 20

2020 09 26



THE RAIN!  THE RAIN!

The birds were energized. Little ones
like this White Crowned Sparrow were
out looking for food. Everyone needs

to eat a lot now as they either
prepare to winter over in Victoria or

travel even further south.

Berries were being gobbled by 
Song Sparrows.

And seeds were getting crunched. I
think this must be a House Finch

based on that fatter bill.
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THE RAIN!  THE RAIN!

And the birds like
this Spotted

Towhee were
looking pretty
good in their
glistening fall

colours.

Waterfowl were on
the move too like

this American
Coot.

The Coots nest and raise their young in the BC interior and then migrate south
to Central America. However some Coots, like many other waterfowl, choose to
over winter in the temperate climes of Victoria. I was very happy to see that our

winter visitors are starting to arrive

The Coots weren’t
alone. There were

some female
Northern

Shovelers arriving
from the north
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THE RAIN!  THE RAIN!

And some
American

Widgeons too.

The Western
Grebes were

enjoying a little
fishing in the rain.

And as the small seasonal ponds in the fields near the lake started to fill with
water the ducks were as happy as ducks in the rain, to quickly move in.

The good thing
about looking at

ducks is
sometimes you
find something

surprising.
Can you see the
hidden special
guest in this

photo?
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THE RAIN!  THE RAIN!

I even got to see
his short legs when

he scratched his
bill.

 This was a very
exciting find for

me as seeing new
birds is part of why

I like the fall and
love the return of

the rain.

There
he is breaking out
of his cover. What

kind of bird is
that?

I think this is a Wilson's Snipe. These birds have great camouflage and like to
stay hidden so although there are lots of them you don’t see them very often.

This is my first photo of one ever!
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But I know the salmon are schooling up in Portage Inlet waiting for the rains to
return so they can swim up the Colquitz River and Swan Creek to spawn. 

 
Rivers filling, migrating birds arriving, Grebes fishing, first snipe photo ever, and

salmon on their way - no wonder I am excited about the rain!
 

Take care, Lenny

THE RAIN!  THE RAIN!

In October the rain is significant but does not last long. Soon the
sun came back out and the lake sparkled which I enjoyed a lot.
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