
SWAN LAKE NATURE NARRATIVES

With Lenny                                     CHANGES AT SWAN LAKE

Hi Everyone,
 Here we are in July and the

waters around Swan Lake are still
higher than usual, which this duck
in a normally dry south side pond

really enjoys.

While we have seen some extra
rain this season it is not just this

year I am talking about. 

The water has been so high for so
long that new beds of cattails

have started to grow in these now
perpetually flooded areas. What

has caused Swan Lake to change?
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It turns out that a few yeas ago a beaver showed up at Swan Lake.
Beavers are very rare on the south end of Vancouver Island so I am
not sure he ever found a mate or started a new colony, but he did

build a dam on the outlet stream. Like beavers everywhere his work
has created new wetlands and enhanced others providing more

habitat for wetlands flora and fauna. Good job changing the
landscape for the better, for this ducky little buddy.

The bullfrogs are another recent change to Swan Lake but I am
worried about these new residents.

I was concerned about the impact of this invasive species when I
was just seeing or hearing one or two, but now there are many

more.

2020 07 07



SWAN LAKE NATURE NARRATIVES

With Lenny                                     CHANGES AT SWAN LAKE

Sometimes they are hard to see. But if you look close you can see
them everywhere. I think this picture has at least 15 little frog heads

poking out of the duckweed in it. Maybe you can find more if you
have better eyes than me. I quit counting once I hit 70 frogs I could
see through my binoculars from the dock. I hope the herons and

otters are hungry!
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Speaking of which, when I looked up at one point there was a 
Great Blue Heron way up at the top of a Douglas-fir at one

end of the boardwalk. 

And a Bald Eagle on top of
another Doug Fir at the other

end of the boardwalk.
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Talking about Douglas-fir trees, there is a seasonal change
appearing in them this time of year. 

Their cones are ripening and reminding me of a story a park
naturalist once told me of the little mice that hide in Douglas-fir

cones.   Can you see them?

An indigenous legend tells of how a long time ago frightened mice
were running from a devastating forest fire when a Douglas-fir

invited them to climb up its thick, fire resistant bark and hide in its
cones. They did and survived the fire and that is why today you can
still see their tiny hind legs and little tails hanging down from their

cone shelters.
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Hopefully our summer will not be
so hot or dry that we have many

forest fires in BC. In the meantime
summer at Swan Lake means the

bees are busy pollinating the
Himalayan Blackberry blossoms.

And the birds are busy eating the fruit left over
from the days when Swan Lake used to be

pioneer farm. You can still find apple trees and…
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and plum trees along the
trails now feeding wildlife

instead of settlers.

Which makes the birds of Swan Lake pretty happy that
Swan Lake has changed over time.

Take care, Lenny
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