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Mysteries

With Lenny

I found this poor little guy on
the trail. I think it’s a shrew,
which is a small mammal that
looks like a mouse but it has
a long snout and I think they
are carnivorous. I’m not sure
what kind of shrew it is, and
what killed it is a very
interesting mystery.

Hi Everyone. There were more interesting mysteries
to solve at Swan Lake today. For instance there were
a lot more of these beautiful little aquatic blossoms
appearing.
But I still
haven’t
found out
what they
are.

This cat ran away down the trail just as I came
around the corner and found the shrew. Did
you know cats kill an estimated 200 million
birds a year in Canada! I never thought about
it, but of course they kill more than just birds.
I don’t know for sure this cat killed the shrew,
but I sure wish people kept their cats at home.
I was admiring how the Daisies and deer are
still looking good,
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Yellow
tail!

when I caught a glimpse of this mystery
bird high in the trees. He got closer but I
still couldn’t see his head. I wonder
what kind of bird has a
yellow tip on his tail?

The hummingbirds were
very active, flying high
into the air and coming
straight back down, trying
to attract a mate for the
second nesting of the year
already.
And sure enough there was
new nest just down the trail.
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Lake had all their
ducks in a row.
And the class
today was how to
do grooming on a
log.
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In quick order she
had the little ones
cleaning up just like
mom.
Great work Mom!

I found the next mystery on the dock. What in the world could this be? No head
makes it hard to identify. I wonder what could have eaten off its head? My isn’t this
an interesting one? What has the tail of a fish and little legs like a tadpole but is way
bigger than a tadpole, almost 15 cm long without a head?
Suddenly I heard a little splash and looked up
to see this guy headed into the cattails. I had
forgotten that large American Bullfrogs have
really large tadpoles. If this was a bullfrog
then maybe that thing on the dock was a
bullfrog tadpole?
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It would be a very good thing if there were
not too many of this invasive species, but
no such luck. I did a little search and found
three. I didn’t stay long though because
there was a loud commotion coming from
the forest and I couldn’t imagine what was
going on.

With Lenny

I was headed down the trail when a very nice man asked if I would like to
join in the Swan Lake Nature Sanctuary Guided Bird Walk. There is one
every Wednesday and Sunday morning at 9:00 am usually led by a Victoria
Natural History Society member. Check out this website if you want to
attend. https://www.swanlake.bc.ca/programs/adult-programs-2/
This walk was led by a very knowledgable fellow named Rick who pointed
out to me that the noise I was hearing was coming from some Robins that
were very upset.We could hear their alarm calls from far away and they
were getting louder and louder. What could be upsetting them?

Soon we found out why
Soon other birds joined into the fray. At one point this
they were stressing
poor owl had two Robins, three Hummingbirds, and a
out. There was a
Chickadee all swooping and diving around his
Barred Owl way up in
head as they tried to chase him off.
the trees. Rick said the
Robins must have a
nest nearby and the
But the owl just
Owls are a threat to
hunkered down
them.
and tried to rest
and recover.

2020-06-02

Swan Lake Nature
Narratives
More Interesting
Mysteries

With Lenny

And Swan Lake is a perfect
place to do just that.
Take care, Lenny
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